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Type of Provider Description Key
Offerings

High Street Banks Large, well-known banks with a broad range of mortgage
products.

Competitive rates,
fixed and

variable-rate
options.

Building Societies Member-owned financial institutions offering savings and
mortgage products.

Often offer lower
rates and more
personalized

service.

Specialist Lenders Focus on niche markets such as buy-to-let, adverse credit, or
self-employed borrowers.

More flexible
criteria for

complex financial
situations.

Online-Only Lenders Digital banks and lenders that operate primarily online with
streamlined processes.

Lower overheads
can lead to
competitive

mortgage rates.

Mortgage Brokers Intermediaries who compare multiple lenders to find the best deal
for borrowers.

Access to deals
not available
directly from

providers.
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Premise
The UK mortgage market is competitive, with a wide variety of lenders
offering products to suit different financial situations and needs. 

Whether you're a first-time buyer, remortgaging, or purchasing a buy-to-let
property, understanding the types of mortgage providers available can help
you make informed decisions.

 This guide explores the main types of mortgage providers in the UK,
including banks, building societies, and specialist lenders, and what they
offer to borrowers.
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Types of Mortgage Providers in the UK



Barclays Fixed-rate mortgages, variable-rate, offset mortgages

HSBC Fixed-rate, tracker, and first-time buyer mortgages

Lloyds Bank Buy-to-let mortgages, fixed-rate and tracker mortgages

NatWest Standard residential mortgages, remortgages, and first-time buyer deals
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Major High Street Banks
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High street banks generally provide comprehensive services and may offer perks
for existing customers, such as lower fees or discounted rates.

Building Society Key Mortgage Products Advantages

Nationwide Fixed-rate, tracker, buy-to-let, and first-time buyer mortgages

Known for
excellent

customer service
and competitive

rates.

Coventry Building
Society

Flexible mortgage options, fixed-rate, offset, and tracker
mortgages

Often ranked
highly for
customer

satisfaction.

Yorkshire Building
Society First-time buyer, buy-to-let, and remortgage options

Low deposit
requirements and
strong community

focus.

Top Building Societies
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Lender Specialization Advantag
es

Precise Mortgages Specializes in buy-to-let, adverse credit, and self-employed
mortgages.

More flexible
underwriting
for complex

cases.

Kensington
Mortgages

Focuses on borrowers with non-standard income or credit
histories.

Tailored
solutions for

self-employed
or credit-
impaired

customers.

The Mortgage
Lender

Provides mortgages for first-time buyers, buy-to-let investors,
and bad credit.

Specialist
products for

less
conventional
applicants.

Aldermore Buy-to-let mortgages, remortgaging, and adverse credit lending.

Offers
flexibility for

landlords and
self-

employed.

Pepper Money Specialist in adverse credit, self-employed, and expats.

Custom
mortgage

solutions for
borrowers in

unique
situations.

Specialist Lenders for Niche Borrowers

Specialist lenders are ideal for borrowers with unique financial circumstances,
such as self-employed individuals, people with bad credit, or those looking to
invest in buy-to-let properties



Guide to Mortgage Providers in the UK

MREI EDUCATION LTD 

Online-Only Mortgage Lenders

Lender Key Features Advantages

Atom Bank Fully digital mortgage application process, competitive fixed-rate
mortgages.

Lower operational
costs can result in
competitive rates.

Habito Offers both mortgage brokerage and direct lending services
through its platform.

Streamlined
process with

online support
and fast

approvals.

Trussle A free online mortgage broker with quick mortgage comparisons.

Time-saving, with
access to a wide

range of
mortgage
products.

Molo Finance Specializes in buy-to-let and residential mortgages via an entirely
digital process.

Fast decisions
and competitive

rates for
landlords.

Tic Online mortgage applications with automated processing for fast
approvals.

Simplified
application

process, lower
fees.

Conclusion

The UK mortgage market offers a variety of options, from traditional high street banks to specialist
lenders and online-only providers. Each type of lender caters to different types of borrowers, so it’s
essential to compare your options and consider your specific needs. 

Whether you're a first-time buyer, looking to remortgage, or need a specialist mortgage, understanding
the different mortgage providers can help you find the best deal. Consulting with a mortgage broker may
also be beneficial to get personalized advice and access to exclusive offers.
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